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large cities of Europe. Cincinnati, the principal city of
Ohio, is nearly in the middle of the Union, is growing with
incredible rapidity;and it is believed as she lies in the cen-
ter she may in a few years excel Washington and become
the Capital of the Union. There are 72,000 inhabitants.

Meat of all kinds is very cheap here, for 50 cents one can
get a fair small dressed sheep, smoked hams 6 and 8 cts a
Ib. and it is said that each winter over 100,000 hogs are
slaughtered — the heads and insides are all thrown away.
A half gallon of grain brandy costs only 16 cents; a cent is
the same as a Zurich Schilling, but wine is dear because it
all comes from Europe — of course we did not indulge in
any. The beer is sweet and 3 cents a glass, but I did not
like it.

On the 19th. Today our boat the Wing and Wing left
about 11 A. M. The steersman said it went very fast and
that it would catch up to those who had left the day be-
fore. This morning our company was again increased by
a new member. Rudolf Stauffacher’s wife gave birth to
a boy, so quietly that persons quite close by neither heard
or saw anything of the event, until the child was in the
world. A human being can exert great control when she
must and will; this is the third birth on our voyage and in
all cases the event was quiet, whereas at home there would
have been a powerful noise. The cheapness of food yester-
day had tempted many to buy a large supply of fresh meat,
but today the greater portion had to be thrown into the
river because of the intense heat causing decomposition
and a horrid stench. For the last two nights we have had
that plague of America, the Mosquitoes. Many of our peo-
ple are so full of scratches and swelling as to be nearly
unrecognizable. Others have swollen hands and feet from
the same cause. They are small long legged flies which
only come at night. This evening we came to the town of
Madison, in Indiana. We could not get into it because halt
was only made to take some freight on board. The pros-
pect towards the river shows splendor and wealth like all
American cities.



